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How Vainly Men Strive 


Know you not what is right and what is true? 
Dare you join the faction which speaks a lie, 
And snares the guileless with an evil brew 
Of cunning words, designed to dignify 
The litany of Lucifer’s deceit! 
Take heed lest the dreamers enslave the soul, 
And lead you down the road of drear defeat, 
Far from a glorious, supernal goal. 
From whence springs hope for everlasting life? 
Not from the mockeries which some ordain— 


Apostates, stooped to mischief and to strife, 


How vainly men strive in rebellious might, 
And ignore the truth of God’s holy Light. 
: —R. Ross Parkhill. 
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Whom Christ has called the proselytes of Cain. 
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EDITORIAL 


— 


A: We Becin A New Year Let Us Think Of 
God’s Calendar 


Most of us look at this world and at life but we 
do so witheut any true perspective. We are so busy 
with the present that we forget the past, and have 
no vital interest in the future. What should be mat- 
ters of the deepest interest and concern are hardly 
given a thought. 


And yet, God has a plan, a calendar, a schedule, 
and His schedule is inexorable in its execution. God 
is a God of order and all nature bears testimony to 
that fact. In the events of time and eternity there is 
also perfect order. 


Being infinite and omnipotent, God has no limi- 
tations. Some of us have looked down on the world 
from high mountains or high-flying planes. Here 
our perspective is different from that of the man on 
the ground. But, it baffles our imagination when we 
face the fact that God sees all eternity—the past, 
the present, and the future—a/l/ at the same time. 
A realization of this one truth will go far to clarify 
our thinking about many of the supernatural things 
having to do with God and His Son, Jesus Christ. 
We who find ourselves limited by time, space and 
circumstances, need to realize that for God such 
things do not exist. But, insofar as its unfolding is 
concerned before man, God has a calendar and His 
plan is always on time. 


The Pre-Existent Christ 


Only too often we think of Christ’s beginning in 
terms of His birth as the Babe of Bethlehem. Here 
the incarnation became manifested to men. Here 
God came down and dwelt among us in the person 
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of His Son. But, as Christ said to the Jews: ‘“‘Be- 
fore Abraham was, I am.” And, in His high-priestly 
prayer: “And now, O Father, glorify thou me with 
thine own self with the glory which I had with 
thee before the world was.” Some fifty times our 
Lord’s pre-existence is stated in the Bible and im- 
plied many more times. 


Man’‘s Redemption Foreordained 


It is not for any man to dogmatically state the 
order, or steps in God’s planned redemption of 
mankind, for the finite receives such information by 
revelation and not by any process of philosophical 
reasoning. However, the Scriptures make it abun- 
dantly clear that before man was created, God, in 
His omnipotent foreknowledge of man’s sin and re- 
sulting dilemma, had planned the way of man’s re- 
demption before the world began. “Who hath 
saved us, and called us with an holy calling, not ac- 
cording to our works, but according to his own 
purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ 
Jesus before the world began.” And again: “dAc- 
cording as he hath chosen us in him, before the 
foundation of the world, that we should be holy 
and without blame before him in love: having pre- 


destinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus 


Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure of 
his will.” 


We often speak glibly of God’s love and mercy. 
We should never forget that it was His compassion 
that made provision for all mankind before man 
even existed. 


Christ The Creator 


At God’s appointed time this world came into 
being. It is perfectly accurate to sav: “In the begin- 
ning Jesus Christ created the heaven and _ the 
earth,’ for we are told: “All things were made by 
him; and without him was not anything made that 
was made. Or again: “And to make all men see 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


4 ot! 
Be 
ie 
th. 
bo 
the 
be 
bir 
th 
an 
an 
co 
th 
| 
m 
3 ne 
| 
a 
et 
| 
tl 
t 

i 


DD. 


Be- 
lestly 
with 
with 
our 
im- 


= ~ 


whut is the fellowship of the mystery, which from 
the beginning of the world hath been hid in God, 
whv created all things by Jesus Christ.”” And many 
other verses which affirm that the Babe born in 
Bethlehem was the Creator of the world, returning 
to redeem the world which He had made. 


Christmas But A Step 


At the Christmas Season it is so easy to forget 
that the real joy of Christmas centers in Who was 
born and what He came tc do. When Ged came in 
the flesh it was logical and natural that t:.ere should 
be supernatural manifestations. Ihe manner of His 
birth (supernatural conception), was foretold; the 
place of His birth was a matter of inspired record; 
Daniel foretold the time of His coming; the star in 
the East must have had divine significance, and the 
angelic host proclaimed the joyous news that the 
Redeemer had been born. 3 


He Lived A Life 


Thirty-three years is an infinitesimal part of 
eternity but during that time the Son of God lived, 
and preached, and taught, and healed, as only He 
alone could have done. Everything about Him was 
a living witness to His deity. His miracles were but 
His passport to prove His citizenship in the eternal 
counsels of His Father, God. How true the saying, 
“Christ came not so much to preach the Gospel as 
that there should be a Gospel to preach,” for His 
entire life was but a prelude to the climax—the cen- 
tral event of all history. 


He Died 


The blackness ot -.:. ‘he necessity for its punish- 
ment, man’s utter: ‘ic!p:essness and hopelessness— 
none of these car: i-< understood except in the light 
of the Cross. Here we {:nd the Son of God dying as 
a criminal. Here w. «ce the holiness and justice of a 
righteous God combined in one final, effective and 
eternal act, with His love and mercy. Before, the 
Cross all looked forward to this sacrifice as the only 
way of atonement. Since that day all who are saved 
look back on that redeinptive act. At the Cross we 
see unfolded the mysterious love and yearning of 
the Eternal Father for a completely undeserving 
and utterly lost creation. Here we balance the fact 
that the “‘wages of sin is death,’ with the glorious 
assurance that “the gifi of God is eternal life 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.” No wonder that 
the Gospel is the “Good News.”’ 


He Arose From The Tomb 


The bodily resurrection of our Lord is certainly 
one of the best attested facts of history. Also, it is 
the very keystone of the Christian faith. The early 
Church centered its message on the risen Lord as 
proof of His redemptive power. Death and the 
grave had been overcome, and as He had risen so 
all who believed in Him had, and now have, assur- 
ance of eternal life. 


Step by step—for all men to see—God’s calendar 
unfolds and in its unfolding man’s faith should 
grow and his hope becomes a glorious reality. 


He Lives Today 


When our Lord ascended into Heaven He con- 
tinued His work for us. He sent the Holy Spirit 
into the world for, whereas, in the days of His 
flesh, He had worked in a limited area and with 
comparatively few people, the Spirit has continued 
His gracious work in the hearts of men on a world- 
wide scale. We also have the assurance that our 


- Saviour prays for us now. In eternity we will learn 


of the efficacy of this ministry He now performs for 
us. But, in addition to this He is also preparing 
dwelling places for us when we shall be with Him 


for all eternity. 


He Is Coming Again 

God’s calendar holds momentous events yet in 
store for mankind and for the world. The Bible 
certainly teaches that God has definite plans, and, 
for the unrepentant sinner, and the ungodly na- 
tions, judgment is certain. But, the great event of 
the future centers in the return of the Lord in 
glory. For the world this will be the climactic event 
of history. On the events which will transpire after 
He comes Christians do not agree, nor are these de- 
tails of primary importance. The fact, before which 
all else pales into insignificance, is that Christ is 
coming back. “This same Jesus, which is taken up 
from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner 
as ye have seen him go into heaven,” is to be the 
culminating event of this age. For the Christian it 
will be a glorious entering into the presence of our 
Lord and Saviour. For the unrepentant it will spell 
doom. No wonder that men will seek to hide from 


_His presence: “And to you who are troubled rest 


with us, when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed 
from heaven with his mighty angels, in flaming 
fire taking vengeance on them that know not God, 
and that obey not the Gospel of our Lord Jesus 
Christ: who shall be punished with everlasting de- 
struction from the presence of the Lord, and from 
the glory of his power.” 


terian Journal, Inc., in Weaverville, N. C. 


Press, Asheville, N. C. 


The Southern Presbyterian Journal, a Presbyterian weekly magazine devoted to the statement, defense and propagation of . 
the Gospel, the faith which was once fer all delivered unto the saints, published every Wednesday by The Southern Presby- 


Entered as second-class matter May 15, 1942, at the Postoffice at Weaverville, N. C., under the Act of March 3, 1879. 
Vol. XII, No. 35, December 30, 1953. Editorial and Business Offices: Weaverville, N. C. Printed in the U.S.A. by Biltmore 


Appress CHance: When changing address, please let us have both old and new address as far in advance as possible. Allow 
three weeks after change if not sent in advance. When possible, send an address label giving your old address. 


DECEMBER 30, 1953 


PAGE 3 


2 
). 
A 
if 
the 
of 
by 
ical 
un- 
Te@- 
re- 
ath 
ac- 
‘1st 
the 
oly 
} 
Us 
of | 
in) 
| 


What Will We Do About It? 


What man could never have learned by deduc- 
tive processes, scientific discovery or philosophical 
reasoning, God has made clear by divine revelation. 
“For the invisible things of him from the creation 
of the world are clearly seen, being understood by 
the things that are made, even his eternal power 
and Godhead; so that they are without excuse.” 
Surely we in America have had given to us un- 
bounded opportunities to know God and His Christ. 
We have been a nation with an open Bible. We are 
a people blessed by unfathomed natural resources. 
God’s good hand has been upon us. But, the question 
is—it has to be—a personal one: What will we do 
with Christ, the eternal Son of God? He must be 
our Lord and paviour, or, He will surely be our 


Judge. 


The pages of God’s calendar may be nearly spent. 
The final stroke of the clock may be perilously close. 
If we are already Christians what are we doing 
about it? Are we witnessing for Him? Are we giv- 
ing the cup of cold water in His name? Are we 
busy about our Father’s business or is it secondary 
and incidentaal ? ‘ 


God ... Hath ... Spoken 


“Therefore we ought to give the more earnest 
heed to the things which we have heard, lest at any 
time we should let them slip.” 


“He which testifietth these things saith: Surely 1 
come quickly. Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus. 


“The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you 
all. Amen.” 


God’s Excellent Name 
Some Thoughts From Psalm 8 


“O Lord, our Lord, how excellent is thy name 
in all the earth!” 


When a man writes a book, or a letter, or an 
article, he usually signs his name. God has written 
Three Books, and has signed His name to all three. 
He wrote the Bible, using inspired men to do the 
writing, and has signed His name to its pages. He 
has written the Book of Nature, in the heavens and 
in the earth, and has signed His name in the sky 
and on the ground. He has written His Book of the 
Human Heart, and has signed His name in the 
moral and spiritual character of Man made in His 
image. 


Let us consider the heavens and read what God 
has so plainly written there, in a place where all can 
read. With our naked eye we can read much that is 
portrayed, and when we take up the telescope mar- 
vellous things rush to meet us. We turn our eyes 
toward the earth and everywhere we see His handi- 
work, and the microscope reveals the secrets hidden 
from our unaided vision. 
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Will, and a Heart that reveals the ‘ 


When we begin to study Man our reverent v on- 
der increases a hundredfold. When God made : ian 
in His own image He inscribed upon his nature the 
very character of God, making him but a little lo ver 
than God. His body, mind and soul all tell the s: me 
story, for God has given to man a Conscience, a 
‘name” of his 
creator. This Man falls into sin; his body becornes 
diseased, his mind warped, his conscience seared, his 
will enslaved and weakened, and his heart tured 
to stone. The Creator becomes the Redeemer, «nd 
releases man from slavery and makes of him a “new 
creation” in Christ Jesus. The re-created man is 
‘‘His workmanship” and has stamped upon him the 
“name” of God and the Name is written in Blood, 
even the Blood of the Cross. As Pascal has said, 
‘Man is the scandal of the universe, and the glory 
of the universe.”” He can be both worse than a beast, 
and better than an angel. 


As we look at Nature and look at man, what do 
we see written about God? We behold His Al- 
mighty Power; His Infinite Wisdom; His Marvel- 
lous Love; and His Matchless Beauty ; or, to sum it 
up in one word, The Glory of God. When Isaiah 
came to Israel he said, Behold your God; so as we 
gaze into the heavens, or into the heart of man, let 
us exclaim with the psalmist, O Lord our Lord, 
how excellent is thy name in all the earth! Let us 
be sure that He is our Lord; only as we know the 
Author, can we know and love the Books He has 
written. —J.K.P. 


“Specialists” Or Co-Labourers? 
By Horace H. Hull 


It was recently my privilege to attend a meeting 
of Memphis Presbytery and to hear a debate on the 


two sides of the question of organic union with | 
other Presbyterian bodies; Dr. T. K. Young speak- » 
Nelson Bell speaking 


ing for union and Dr. L. 
against. 


- During the debate this statement was made: “We 
preachers are specialists in such matters and it is we 
who should make this important decision. The 
average church officer does not know what it is all 
about.” 


Having been reared in the Presbyterian Church 
and having been an elder in my denomination for 
number of years I had been led to believe that the 
minister and elder were co-laborers with the same 
objectives in mind. I recognize that in spiritua! 
matters my pastor is the spiritual leader of his 
flock. But, one of the wonderful characteristics of 
the Presbyterian Church is that it has also made 
use of the layman in a special way. I am not con- 
vinced that all lay officers are entirely uninformed. 


As I have thought about this statement I hav: 
become increasingly disturbed. There are som: 
2,500 ministers in our Church. There are abou 
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75: 000 members of our Church. But, the ministers 
hae 50 percent of the vote in the Presbyteries, 
where the question of the disposition of our entire 
Church is at stake. 


In my judgement it will be more than wise for 
these “‘specialists” to take their officers and members 
into the fullest confidence before they commit our 
Church to a policy of liquidation. The heart-ache 
which followed the merging of the Cumberland 
Presbyterian Church with the Northern Presby- 
terian Church was largely due to packed Presby- 
teries where the minister secured the appointment 
of an elder of his choice to the meeting of the Pres- 
bytery where the deciding vote was taken. As a re- 
sult only one-third of the Cumberland Churches 
went into the union, about the same number stayed 
out and the other third disappeared. ’ 


Here in Memphis and its surrounding territory 
the Cumberland Presbyterian Church is flourishing 
once more and the supposed “union” did not ac- 
complish that which was hoped for. 


Without reflecting on any individual but, at the 
same time, looking this matter of union square in 
the face, 1 strongly believe any attempt to force a 
union which is not desired by the people in the pew 
is destined to do far more harm than good. We 
want our pastors to be specialists in their spiritual 
leadership but we also want them to recognize both 
the keen interest and the profound convictions of 
many in the pews, when it comes to terminating our 
Church’s existence as a going and God-blessed or- 
ganization. 


_Who Is Being Intimidated? 


By Paul D. Hastings 
Reidsville, 


In the November 16 issue of The Presbyterian 
Outlook in an editorial ““Are Leaders Intimidated ?” 
is the following statement: “One significant phase 
of Presbyterian union ought to be more openly re- 
cognized than it is. Some people know, or profess 
to know, about a rather widespread pattern of 
something like intimidation of ministers and 
church executives who are in favor of union. As the 
story goes, some ministers were so unwise (or per- 
haps they did not realize what they were doing) as 
to meet the demands of a few insistent laymen 
when they were called to their present Churches. 
These laymen, they say, insisted that if they ac- 
cepted the call they were to keep silent on the ques- 
tion of such a controversial question as union. And 
these ministers, if the report is accurate, accepted 
the call with its restrictions. (We are wondering 
where this sort of thing could end, what vows of 
silence on what subjects could be enforced as easily 
as this one.)”’ 
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The most amazing thing about the above state- 
ment from the editorial is that the Editor of The 
Presbyterian Outlook would even have the nerve to 
bring the subject up, because if the above statement 
is true, it falls into the category of events, such as 
‘“‘man bites dog.” And since he thinks that this “one 
significant phase of Presbyterian union ought to be 
more openly recognized than it is,” I would like to 
give the following facts and information on this 
subject. 


Anyone in the Southern Presbyterian Church who 
is at all familiar with the working of our Church 
clearly recognizes the fact that we have in the 
Church a smooth working “ecclesiastical machine” 
which is completely controlled by the pro-union 
group in our Church. | wish that I could remember 
the exact number of times over the past five years 
that I have heard the statement: “That any min- 
ister who had the nerve to come out in the open 
against the pro-union group in our Church is com- 
mitting ecclesiastical suicide.” And how many times 
have I heard when some minister who was opposed 
to union was being considered for a call to a Church, 
some of the pro-union enthusiasts would write a let- 
ter saying, “he is a good man, BUT,” and that BUT 
would cause enough suspicion as to cause the 
Church to drop this man from the list of men to 
whom they were considering offering a call. This is 
usually accomplished through the Commission on 
the Minister and His Work, which unfortunately 
can prove a most effective ecclesiastical Gestapo. No 
one but the ministers in our Church who have known 
the pressure and effective results of this “‘Ecclesias- 
tical Machine” can fully understand how bad this 
situation is but I want to point out to you several 
illustrations of how it works. 


A little over a year ago a group of laymen in St. 
John’s Presbytery, who were concerned about the 
whole union movement and how uninformed the 
members of our Church are on the real issues in- 
volved in it, decided to try and do something to get 
the laymen in St. John’s Presbytery informed. About 
a dozen of them decided to have a private dinner 
meeting in Tampa, Fla., and invite Dr. Samuel B. 
Lapsley, of Concord, Tenn., to come down and go 
over the entire union situation in our Church with 


them. Dr. Lapsley accepted this invitation and spoke 


to these men in their private dinner meeting. When 


the pro-union group in St. John’s Presbytery heard 


of this meeting, at the next meeting of the Presby- 
tery, they used their influence to get the Presbytery 
to pass a resolution asking Knoxville Presbytery, 
of which Dr. Lapsley was a member, to censure him 
for “laboring” outside the bounds of his Presbytery 
and causing trouble and unrest among the laymen 
in St. John’s Presbytery. (When has it ever been 
out of order for any member of the Presbyterian 
Church to go anywhere, at any time, and attend a 
private meeting at the invitation of those holding 
the meeting? ) When Knoxville Presbytery gather- 
ed the facts of the case they not only refused to 
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censure Dr. Lapsley but showed their respect for 
him by electing him Moderator of the Presbytery. 
Then St. John’s Presbytery, realizing how they had 
been used by the pro-union group, apologized to 
Dr. Lapsley for the unjustified action which the 
Presbytery had taken against him. 


One of the pro-union ministers who is a member 
of Kings Mountain Presbytery works with an inde- 
pendent agency in Richmond, Va. Last year at the 
close of a meeting of the Presbytery and when 
many of the members of the Presbytery had left, 
this minister made a motion that the Presbytery 
overture the coming General Assembly to ask its 
Judicial Committee to determine the present stand- 
ing of all the ministers who were members of the 
Continuing Church Committee. The Presbytery de- 
cided that such a motion demanded the considera- 
tion of a full meeting of the Presbytery and tabled 
it until the next meeting of the Presbytery. When 
the news of this action began to get out over the 
Church there was such an unfav rable reaction that 
the minister asked that the resolution be withdrawn. 


These are good illustrations of how the pro-union 
group has tried to keep down all organized open re- 
sistance to their plan to take our Church into union 
with the Northern Church. Praise the Lord though 
that we have ministers in our Church who are more 
concerned about the welfare of our Church, pleas- 
ing the Lord and standing for the faith, than fear 
of the “powers that be.” There is a rising tide of 
opposition by laymen all over our Assembly, men 
who are not going to sit idly by and watch a small 
but influential group of ministers liquidate our 
Church and give it away, when they have never 
given us one good reason for doing so. 


Saint Paul - The Chief Of Sinners 


By Martin A. Hopkins 


In Psa. 106:16 (A.S.V.) Aaron is called the saint 
of the Lord, and in Phil. 4:21 the word “saint” 
is in the singular number, but every where else in 
the New Testament the word is always plural. Paul 
addresses Christians as saints, but never calls any 
one person a saint; and the word ‘“‘saint” is never 
prefixed to the name of any one. Such superscrip- 
tions as Suint Matthew, Saint Mark, etc. in the 
Go pels end Epistles are not found in the oldest and 
be <¢ manuscripts, but were added by a later hand, 
and are rightly omitted in the A.S.V. and the R.S. 
V. Let us strictly adhere to the Scriptures in our 
ue of the word “‘saint’’. 


In the early spring of 1952 I was in Richmond, 
Va., walking on the street with a college classmate 
whom I had not seen f: + forty yeas. As we waited 
on a street corner for the light to change, we found 
ourselves standing beside an elderly lady, to whom 
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he introduced me, saying, ‘““Let me introduce yo: to 


one of God’s saints.”’ She quickly replied, “I wil let f 
you introduce me that way if you let me de‘ine} 


’saint’.”’ I asked her for her definition and she re- 


plied, ‘“‘A saint is a sinner saved by grace.” She -vas | 


on Scriptural ground, and [| feel sure that Paul | 
would have agreed with her, for he said, “I am / 


what I am by the grace of God” (I Cor. 15:10), | 


and called himself the chief of sinners (I ‘im. 
1:15). The Apostle Paul designates himself in 
three different ways, which show his deepening hu- 
mility as he grew in grace: 


1. “The least of the apostles, not fit to be called 
an apostle” (I Cor. 15:9). First Corinthians was 
written about twenty years after Paul’s conversion, 
and after he had accomplished so much to spread 
the Gospel throughout the Roman Empire. 


2. “Less than the least of all the saints” (Eph. — 
3:8). Ephesians was written while Paul was in a — 
Roman prison, and five or six years later than | © 
Corinthians. As more of God’s grace and glory | 
were revealed to him, his estimation of himself grew — 


less. 


3. “Sinners of whom | am chief” (I Tim. 1:15). 


The Epistles to Timothy were written some five © 


years later than Ephesians, and not long before 
Paul’s martyrdom. In the light of the eternal glory 
that was soon to dawn upon him (II Tim. 4:6-8), 
he saw himself as a sinner saved by grace and as- 
cribed all the glory to Christ: ““Now unto the King 
eternal, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor 
and glory for ever and ever” (I Tim. 1:17). 


The nearer he got to Christ the smaller he be- 
came in his own sight. Growth in grace is a process 
that exalts Christ and humbles man. [t was so in 


the case of Job (Job 42:1-6), Isaiah (Isa. 6:1-5), 
Peter (Luke 5:8), and John (Rev. 1:12-17). So 


it will be with all who see the glory of God in the 
face of Jesus Christ. And when we finally see Him 
as He is, the only reason we will be able to bear 
that sight is that the sight of Him will at once 
transform us into His image (I John 3:2 and Psa. 
17:15). One moment’s exposure to His glory will 
shrink the Ego to Zero, and Christ will be all in 
all, to the praise of the glory of His grace. 


od 
mM 
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From Rev. Sam. H. Zealy, Charlotte, N. C. 


I would like to quote from a letter sent to me by 
a Minister in the U.S.A. Church. He was gradu- 
ated from a University in the North and a graduate 
of one of the U.S.A. Seminaries. I was interested in 
what he had to say regarding the Union issue. 


“IT oppose union because I feel that the Southern 
Church has advanced much farther toward the 
Kingdom in many ways than the Northern Church. 
Your missionary outlook in many ways makes the 
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to make the message oral. 


north look sick. While in the South 1 saw the 
strong helping the weak as well as observing what 
100 people could do toward supporting their own 
Church. I have two Churches, one with 200 mem- 
bers, and the giving isn’t strong enough to have a 
full-time pastor. The spirit of the South makes me 
rejoice. Also strong ecclesiastical hierarchies never 
brought the Kingdom any closer to the world as 
the domain of Romanism has already proven to the 


ANGLERS 


(By The Editor Of The Testament 
For Fishers Of Men) 


Lesson Number 40 


Personality (Continued ) 


Inventory of the Personality began last week with 
the Heart and the Mind in the “Executive Depart- 
ment” and listed the five subordinates, or servants, 
as the Eve, the Foot, the Hand, the Ear and the 
Tongue. We dealt with the first three servants, 
leaving the last two for this lesson. 


The Ear. We might easily overlook the import- 
ance of this servant in personal work; indeed such 
an oversight could cause delay, and possibly com- 
plete failure in the effort. One must be a good listen- 
er—vyes, and to many irrelevancies and to much that 
is simply “beating the devil around the bush.”’ Some- 
times it is necessary to listen to outright abuse, or 
to words of scorn and skepticism, maybe to angry 
words. If one has a patient Ear, which also means 
a restrained tongue, an advantage is gained by the 
fisherman. Let your prospect spend himself—air his 
views; it clears the deck for action. Nine times out 
of ten, if you can listen out the tirade, your prospect 
will wear himself down and make himself sorry. 
Then in the calm that follows, your opportunity is 
wide open for something that you can say. Mayor 
Latrivia on Fibber Magee’s broadcast is a fair ex- 
ample of this. There is also the sympathetic Ear 
which must share a real sorrow through patient 
listening. O yes, the Ear can do much to prepare 
the way for the message that carries the Remedy. 


The Tongue. Last of the five, and of course not 
the least of the servants, is the Tongue. The min- 
istry of this servant, as is generally understood, is 
None can ever hear 
the name of Jesus except from the Tongue. There 
are some who say, “Live right, be merciful, generous 
and kind; be loyal and regular in your support of 
vour church—then your life is a sufficient witness, 
without words.” The theory is correct as far as it 
soes. These things ye ought to do; but the spoken 
word of witnessing is necessary, too. God gave us 
the Tongue, and its supreme mission is to “tell the 
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old, old story.’”’ The Tongue must be backed up 
by the right use of other factors, but it is to be used. 


Much more could be said about the method of 
using this member, but for lack of space let us dis- 
miss it with just one more suggestion. Make sure 
that the Tongue speaks God’s Word in soul-win- 
ning. ‘““The Word of God is quick and powerful, 
and sharper than any two-edged sword...’ (Heb. 
+:12). it does not fail. Your best words can fail, 
but net God’s. His Word does not return to Him 
void, but accomplishes that which He pleases and 
prospers in the thing whereto He has sent it. (Isaiah 
55:11). It is the only statement that is guaranteed 
not to fail. ‘Therefore make sure that the Tongue 
carries the unerring and invincible blade — the 
Sword of the Spirit —- which goes down into “the 
— and intents of the heart.” 


Next week, ““Iwo great Resources” tor Person- 


ality. 


LIQUOR 


Sam Morris Says 


Advocates of repeal said the old saloon would 
not come back. Prohibition closed 177,000 “‘old sa- 
loons.” Repeal opened some 400,000 “repeal drink- 
shops.” Of course they are not called saloons. 
‘They are called cafes, drugstores, package stores, 
night clubs, cocktail lounges, dine and dance, first 
chance and last chance, a thousand and one names, 
but you never see the word saloon. 


We changed the names on the front of the build- 
ings, but we did not change the stuff in the bottle! 
The old saloon is not back, but the old drink is 
back. But a bottle of legally made, legally sold, 
legally drunk, beer, wine or whiskey will cause just 
as much sin, sorrow, shame and grief as will a bot- 
tle of bootleg sold in a fruit jar under Prohibition. 

—Civic Bulletin. 


Moderation 


A simple operation 
Will pull the suckers in 
For bait use “‘Moderation”’ 
That’s how they all begin. 
They fall—hook, line, and sinker— 
For ‘“Moderation’s’”’ lure, 
Becoming Alcoholics 
For taxpayers to cure.” 
—National J oice. 


Thought For Today 


“Every moderate drinker could abandon the in- 
toxicating cup if he would; every inebriate would 


if he could.” 
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SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 
LESSON FOR JANUARY 10 


REV. J. KENTON PARI.ER 


Jesus Uses Fis A uthority 


Background Scripture: John 2. Devotion- 
al Reading: Ephesians 1:15-23. 


The authority of Jesus is unique and universal. It is well stated for us in Matthew 28:18: And Jesu’ 
came and spake unto them, saying, All power (authority R.V.) is given me in heaven and in earth. Go ye 
therefore and teach all nations, etc. He has the authority to send them out on their mission. In our Devo- | 
tional Reading from Ephesians we are told that when Jesus was raised from the dead He was placed in a} 


position of special prominence ; 
principality (rule) and power (authority) and 
might (power), and dominion, and every name 
that is named, not only in this ‘world, but also in 
that which is to come: And hath put all things 
under his feet, and gave him to be the head over all 
things to the church.” It is hard to see how any 
stronger terms could be used to describe the au- 
thority of Jesus for it is the authority of God. 


Even in His estate of humiliation, while here on 
earth, he exercised this authority. For instance, 
when the paralytic was placed before Him, He 
said, Son, thy sins be forgiven thee. When the 
Pharisees and others questioned His authority to 
forgive sins, He quickly proved that He had this 
authority by healing the man’s body, something 
which all could see. All through His ministry He 
used this authority as occasion demanded. In the 
closing days of His earthly life He used it and pro- 
claimed it. 


In the chapter before us, even thus early in His 
ministry, He begins to exercise this right to com- 
mand. He had the power (strength or ability) to 
perform miracles; He also had the authority to do 
them. This right was His because He was the Son 
of God. There are four ways, or realms, in which 
He uses it in today’s lesson. 


I. His Authority Over 
Material Things: 


Turning Water into Wine; the Authority of the 
One Who Created both Water and Wine. 2:1-11. 


This is one of the miracles which is called a 
“sign” by John. There are eight of these recorded 
by John, and all of them reveal His character, and 
led to belief in Him. It was at the beginning of His 
ministry and it manifested forth His glory, and His 
disciples believed on Him. That was the purpose of 
all of these “signs’’; they were His credentials. 


His mother seemed to recognize His authority. 
She came to Him in her embarrassment and told 
Him about the lack of refreshments. He gently re- 
buked her, as He had when she found Him in the 


temple as a boy, but she seemed sure that He would 
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“and set him at his own right hand in the heavenly places, far above alll 


in some way solve the problem. | suppose that He © 
had solved other problems for her in the home. She | 

said to the servants, Whatsoever He saith unto you, 

do it. He ordered them to fill the waterpots with. 

water which became wine and was served to the. 

guests and proved far better than that which had 

previously been used, to the surprise of the governor | 

of the feast. 


When I was pastor in Lynchburg, Va., a little 
group of business men invited me to join them each | 
day at the noon hour, for prayer and Bible study. | 
was interested in a talk which one of them made in 
connection with the reading of this passage of Scrip- 
ture. He drew from it the very practical lesson of 
implicit obedience to any command of the Master. 
A good rule to follow is this one: whenever Jesus 
tells us to do anything, let us do it. We may not 
understand the command, or see how it is going to 
benefit any, but ours is not to question, but to- obey. 
His is the place of leadership, of authority; our 
place is to obey. The servants obeyed in this in- 
stance, with the result that we have seen. 


II. His Authority Over The | 
House Of God: 13-17. | 


Jesus went up to Jerusalem and found in the' 
Temple those that sold oxen and sheep and doves, 
and the changers of money sitting at their tables. 


They had turned the sacred precincts of the House — 


of God into a place of business; the house of wor- 


ship and praise had been changed into a place to | 


make money. 


He exercised His authority in a very striking | 


way. He made a scourge of small cords and drove 
them out of the temple and poured out the money 
of the money-changers, and overthrew their tables. 


Here was a holy, righteous indignation against | 


those who were turning the house of prayer into a 
den of robbers. They were evidently charging ex- 
orbitant prices for the animals to be used in sacri- 
fice. The disciples remembered that it was written, 
The zeal of thine house hath eaten me up. 
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Are we as zealous for the honor ot our Father’s 
‘louse? Is there not a real danger today that our 
-hurches will be turned into Business Organiza- 
“ons? In a modern church there is a great deal of 
-outine business, and great sums of money are in- 
.olved in the running expenses of the organization. 
(s there not a grave danger that the church will be- 
come a money-getting and a money-spending busi- 
ness? | have never been the pastor of a large church, 
but from what I see and hear about the various 
“programs” being conducted I fear that this is 
sometimes the case. It is one thing to have business- 
like methods in the church, and an entirely different 
thing to turn the church into a business project. The 
business of the church is the worship of God and 
the preaching of the Gospel in such a way as to win 
souls and build up those who are already Christians. 
| am afraid that sometimes the impression made on 
the outside world is that the business of the church 
is to raise money to finance the various causes and 
programs of the church. It is easy to let the material 
choke out the spiritual. This was exactly the trouble 
in the Temple at Jerusalem when Jesus drove out 
the money-changers. The temptation to “com- 
mercialize” religion is as old and as insidious as the 
church itself. It was one of the great sins that per- 
meated the church just before the Reformation. It 
has been revived by many in our day who are mak- 
ing a “racket” out of our sacred religion. I could 
name several very prominent persons who have done 
this in my own lifetime. I am glad that our two 
most prominent evangelists who are real men of 
God, have decided that no more “love-offerings” 
will be taken up for them. In this way they have 
removed all grounds for criticism. We cannot be 
too careful about this business of money. There 
have been, and are, those who make our Father’s 
House a house of merchandise and even a “den of 
robbers.” 


There is a place for money in the Church, and it 
is. a blessed privilege to be a good steward of all 
that God has given us. I believe in Stewardship 
with all my heart. The “love of money,” however, 
is a root of all kinds of evil, and this “love of 
money” can creep into the Church. It would be an 
interesting study just to review Church History 
and see how many of the evils which have ruined 
the testimony of the Church can be traced to this 
sin of covetousness. Do not let us imagine that just 
because we are preachers, or ofhcers, or members of 
the Church that we are immune from this dreadful 
disease. 


We are living in a materialistic age. May God 
give us the grace to keep the Church Spiritual, and 
not allow Satan to get the advantage of us in this 
most important matter. 


III. His Authority Over Himself— 
His Body: 18-22. 


As Jesus exercised His rightful authority to 
cleanse the Temple the Jews said to Him, What 
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sign shewest thou unto us, seeing that thou doest 
these things? This was a natural question, for not 
everyone would have the right to do what he had 
just done. He answered in a way which was char- 
acteristic of Him: Destroy this temple, and in three 
days I will raise it up. They misunderstood Him, as 
they often did, thinking He was speaking of the 
Temple building which had taken 46 years to build. 
He was speaking of His own body. The “sign” was 
His resurrection, and the disciples remembered these 
words after He was risen from the dead. Jesus said 
of His life, His body, I have power to lay it down 
and I have power to take it again; no man taketh it 
from me, It is true that the Father sent His Son 
into the world; it is also true that He came of His 
own will; Lo, L come, in the volume of the book it 
is written of me, to do thy will. While here in the 
Hesh He had the authority to do as He would, but 
He chose to do the will of His Father. God raised 
Him from the dead; but He arose from the dead. 
He said to Martha, I am the resurrection and the 
life. In thinking of what one person of the Trinity 
does, let us remember that what One does, all do. 
I say I do such a thing with my hands, but I might 
as well say, I do it with my brains, for the thought 
precedes the act. 


Yes, Jesus had a perfect control over His body 
while on earth, When. He was slain by wicked: 
hands and laid in the grave, it was because He al- 
lowed his enemies to do it. He completely fulfilled 
the “sign’”’ which He gave the Jews when He rose 
from the grave. 


IV. His Authority Over 
Men: 23-25. 


Jesus did not commit Himself to men: He knew 
all men: He knew what was in man. As the Creator 
of men, He knew all about them. There was noth- 
ing in man that was hidden from Him; all things 
are naked and open unto the eyes of Him with 
Whom we have to do. 


This is a cause for fear to wicked people; it is a 
source of comfort to those who have committed 
themselves to Him as unto a faithful Creator. He 
knew what was in the minds and hearts of His 
enemies. He knew what Judas was planning to do. 
His authority over these men was absolute. When 
He said, I am He, they fell to the ground. He 
could have summoned legions of angels and saved 
Himself. It was only when He allowed Himself to 
be arrested, that they could take Him away. 


He knew equally well what was in His disciples; 
that Peter would deny Him and all of them for- 
sake Him. He knew also what they would be and 
do after the Holy Spirit came upon them. He is 
Head over all things to the Church, His Body. His 


authority over men is absolute. 
Recommend The Journal To Friends 
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YOUNG PEOPLE'S DEPARTMENT 


YOUTH PROGRAM FOR JANUARY 10 


B. HOYT EVANS 


The Church Universal 


DEVOTIONAL: 


Hymn—“Crown Him With Many Crowns.”’ 
Prayer. 

Scripture: Ephesians 2:13-22; 3:1-6. 
Hymn—‘The Church’s One Foundation.” 
Offering. 

Hymn—“I Love Thy Kingdom, Lord.” 


PROGRAM LEADER: 


Our program this week is a continuation of the 
emphasis that we have had for the last two Sundays. 
This topic on ““The Church Universal” is in keep- 
ing with our 1954 theme, “Bound Together In 
Christ.” 


All of us are familiar with the Apostles’ Creed. 
You may not all know how old this creed is. It was 
probably written between 150 and 175 A.D. There 
was likely a time in your life when the words of 
the creed, “I believe in the holy catholic 
church,” troubled you. A great many people have 


asked their ministers to preach on this subject or to 


explain it to them in some way. By now, you prob- 
ably know that the word “catholic”? means “‘uni- 
versal,” and that when we profess to believe in the 
holy catholic church, we are not referring to that 
branch of the Christian Church which has its head- 
quarters at Rome and is known as the Roman Cath- 
olic Church. We believe we can be catholics with- 
out belonging to the Church of Rome. We are cath- 
olics, if we are members of Christ’s universal 


Church. 


In the statement of the creed about the Church 
there are three words which should have‘our fullest 
understanding, “church,” “holy,” and “catholic.” I 
have asked our three speakers to explain these three 
words. 


First SPEAKER: 


The Scripture which was read in the devotional 
part of the program described the Church as the 
body of Christ. If the Church is the body, Christ is 
the head. This is one of the best definitions of the 
Church we can find, but we can also learn some- 
thing valuable about the Church from its name. 
The Greek word which is translated ‘‘church” 
means the “called out ones.” It refers to the fact 
that the true members of Christ’s Church are called 
out to believe in Him by the Holy Spirit. The 
Church is made up of those who are truly converted, 
and only the Spirit of God has power to convert 
the lost. : 
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‘The very name of the Church reminds us that it 
is God’s Church. Christ ordained it, and the Holy 
Spirit determines its membership. We call different 
churches by different names ... sometimes it is the 
name of the denomination and sometimes it is the 
name of the preacher. But in the final sense, if it is 


a Church at all, it is God’s Church. 


SECOND SPEAKER: 


I am sure all of us believe in the Church, but we 
may have some doubts about its being holy. Why 
does the creed describe the Church as being holy’ 
If we understand the word “holy” at all, we are 
quite sure that the Church is not holy. We can see 
too many of its faults, and if we cannot see them, 
someone is always willing to point them out. — 


We speak of the Church as being holy because it 
is God’s Church, and God is holy. We call it a holy 
Church because God has determined to make it 
holy, and God’s purposes never fail. The fifth chap- 
ter of Ephesians tells of God’s design for a holy 
Church: “Husbands, love your wives, even as 
Christ also loved the Church, and gave himself for 
it; that he might sanctify and cleanse it with the 
washing of water by the word, that he might pre- 
sent it unto himself a glorious church, not having 
spot or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it 
should be holy and without blemish.’”’ We speak of 
the Church as holy, not because of what we are, 
but because of what God is doing and will complete 
in us. We are not holy, but we are being made 
holy, and at the last day we shall be perfectly holy. 


It is easy to tind fault with the Church and its 
people, but you cannot find any fault with the God 
of the Church. He has promised to make His peo- 
ple holy, so rather than criticize the Church and its 
work ... our youth group and its members ... let 
us yield ourselves to God’s Spirit that He may 
make of us the kind of church people we ought 
to be. 


‘THIRD SPEAKER: 


The program leader has already told us that the 
word “catholic’”’ means “universal.” If we believe 
in the catholic church, we believe in the universal 
church. We believe that in the sight of God and in 
the fullest spiritual sense there is only one Church. 
There is one head, Christ ... there is one body, 
the Church. We believe in the catholic church be- 
cause the Bible makes it abundantly clear that there 
is only one way of being saved. There is only one 
way of being received into the family of God. Jesus 
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said: ““No man cometh unto the Father but by me.” 
Everyone who has trusted his life to Christ to be 
saved from sin has been saved, and everyone who 
ha: been saved is a member of the great universal 


church. 


lf we do really believe in the universality of the 
Church, it puts us under a great responsibility. If 


there is only one way to enter that Church for peo- 


ple of every race and every land, then it is our re- 
sponsibility to make that way known to as many as 
we can. If you believe in the universal church, you 
must believe in the world missionary movement. 
The only real reason the Church has for its exist- 
ence is to hold up its head, that is, Christ. 


SUGGESTION To THE PROGRAM 
LEADER For DISCUSSION: 


It is said that belief in the universal church means 
that our many denominations are evidences of sin 
and strife. It is said that because Christians are di- 
vided into denominations we are breaking the body 
of Christ. In the light of I Cor. 12:12-20, do you 
think denominations are an evidence of sin? Have 
the passage read, and discuss this question with your 
group. In the light of the Bible’s teaching about the 
universality of the Church, how should denomina- 
tions work with each other? 


Hymn—‘Onward, Christian Soldiers.”” (Stanzas 


1 and 2). 


Women’s Work 


The Joy Of Partnership 


Perhaps the deepest longing of the human heart 
is for joy in living. Men seek it but do not find it. 
We look at Jesus and see in Him the most joyous 
person who ever lived. He was constantly saying to 
frustrated, fear-filled men and women, “Be of good 
cheer,”’ and wherever He touched human life He 
left a trail of joy. During the farewell supper in 
the upper room on that last night He said to His 
disciples, ‘“These things have I spoken unto you 
that my joy may be in you,” and then prayed “‘that 
my joy may be in them.” 


What did He mean by “my joy?” What was its 
secret source? Certainly it did not come from happy 
situations for the night he spoke of his joy, his 
life seemed to be ending in failure, neither did it 
come from an abundance of material comforts, for 
He “had not where to lay his head.” No, it had no 
relation to the externals of life. Its source was deep 
within the soul. It had to do with His relationship 
with God. He had a sense of “‘togetherness’” with 
His Father—a complete oneness: ‘I and my Father 
are one.” God’s purpose and plan for the world was 
His. The one and only thing for which He lived 
and worked and died was to carry to fulfilment 
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His Father’s will—to create in and among men of 
every race and nation, a Kingdom of love and right- 
eousness—The Family of God. “I came not to do 
my own will but the will of him that sent me’; 
‘“My meat is to do His will.” Here was a partner- 
ship at its best. As a result there came a joy which 
men could neither understand nor take away. 


This is the partnership with its joy into which 
He invites each of us when He says: “Take my 
voke upon you”; “Seek ye first the Kingdom of 
God.” It is an invitation to so identify ourselves 
with Him that His concern, His self-giving, His 
endless outreaching love, shall be ours too, that His 
Kingdom shall have first claim on our lives, our 
time, our talents, our possessions. 


Then shall we know in our own experience what 
He meant when as the reward of faithfulness, He 
said: ‘‘Enter thou into the joy of thy Lord.” 


It is the joy of being ‘workers together with 
him” in the cause which is the only hope for a lost 
and bewildered world—the joy of knowing that 
our service has abiding value and is contributing to 
the ultimate certain victory of His Kingdom on 
earth. 


“Q matchless honor, all unsought, 
High privilege surpassing thought, 
That Thou shouldst call me, Lord, to be 
Linked in work-fellowship with Thee! 
To carry out Thy wondrous plan 
To bear Thy messages to man.” 
| (Source Unknown). 


Such a yoked partnership was the burden of Jesus’ 
prayer for all His followers: ““That they may all be 
one; even as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, 
that they also may be in us, so that the world may 
believe that thou hast sent me.” Only in this kind of 
partnership did He see hope for winning the world 
to God. In such a partnership there is “fulness of 
joy.” —Mary R. (Mrs. S. S.) Hough. 
—The World Evangel. 


Why I Would Like Every Presbyterian 
Woman In Alabama To Use The 1954 
Presbyterian Woman's Workbook 


The Individual Woman of the Presbyterian 
Church in Alabama approaches the beginning of a 
new year with a feeling of happy anticipation. 
“What are we studying this year—what is the con- 
cern of my Church in these days ahead and from 
what sources will we receive our help and chal- 
lenge?’ The Presbyterian Woman's Workbook, 
prepared by the Staff of the Board of Women’s 
Work, answers these questions and supplies within 
its pages the overall picture of the study, interest 
and service forming an integral part of the 
Assembly-wide emphasis for the year—the Chris- 


tian World Church. 
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This Workbook for 1954 is the best ever! The 
cover is pretty, the contents arranged in logical 
order, and made up for information, instruction 
and inspiration of our Individual Woman. 


The Staff must have held her in their minds with 
true devotion to have produced a manual so per- 
fectly constructed to help her yain the goals of 
THE WoMAN OF THE CHURCH. The Staff must 
have listened sympathetically to requests from Indi- 
vidual Woman. She asked for more Bible Study 
and here it is, and a map besides! In the Workbook 
there are twice as many pages for Circle Bible 
Study, and in the Special Bible Study the outline 
will prove an unique aid for her searching of the 
Scriptures. The Staff must have held her in their 
minds with respect, for the outline of the General 
Programs provides blank spaces for the record of 
each one’s*convictions and interpretations of sub- 
jects presented. The Staff surely held her in their 
minds and hearts in prayer as they compiled these 


helps, a prayer that the Individual Woman keep . 


this little book in constant use throughout the year, 
to the end that her witness for Christ and her ser- 
vice in the Church become increasingly effective, 
sure and glorious. 


And so it will come to pass, as The Presbyterian 
‘Woman's Workbook is put to faithful use, the 
happy anticipation of Individual Woman will be- 
come joyful participation in the Lord’s work. 


Marguerite S$. (Mrs. Glen) Liddell, 
President, Synodical of Alabama. 


“Why I Would Like Every Presbyterian 
Woman In Appalachia Synod To Use 
The 1954 Presbyterian Woman's 
Workbook” 


Amid the toil and tumult of women’s busy days 
God speaks to us in many ways and places. It is 
our duty to be in a listening attitude at all times 
for when He speaks to us it is our great opportunity 
for Service, let us then, Study to show ourselves 
“approved unto God. 


Through the untiring efforts and work of the 
consecrated members of the Staff of the Board of 
Women’s Work we, The Women of the Church, 
are provided with the means through which we can 
be informed about each phase of our Church Pro- 
gram and our responsibility for the promotion and 
execution of this program. 


The 1954 Presbyterian Women’s Workbook is 
without a doubt the finest, most complete source of 
Inspiration and Information we have ever had. It 
is the answer to a Day by Day guide to individual 
Christian living and group participation in all the 
vital aims of our Church at Home and Abroad. 
We must have this Workbook if we are to do the 
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work God would have us do in the year ahead, ! ut 
to have it is not enough. We cannot afford not to 
study and use it every day. 


Through the study of this Workbook along w th 
our Bibles each one of us can become a mem! er 
of our Synodical Prayer Band as together we Pay 
to our Heavenly Father for His blessing on ihe 
Benevolent Agencies of our Church, for Christn as 
around the World and for the Peace that only 
Christ can give. We can belong to our Synodical 
wide Bible Study Group as together we study each 
month our Circle Bible Lesson and later on in the 
year our Special Bible Study from the splendid out- 
line and helps given us in the Workbook. 


‘In Unity there is Strength.” Not only will we 
enrich our own lives and help promote Spiritual 
Growth in our own Synodical by concentrated 
study and use of the 1954 Presbyterian Woman's 
Workbook but we join hearts and hands with The 
Women of the Church of our entire Assembly to- 
wards the attainment of our Goal, “Every Woman 


Enlisted for Christ.” 


_ 1 am sure each one of us will want to have this 
glorious experience and I urge you to get your 
Workbook now in order that we may all begin the 
new year together for it is Christ who calls to us, 
“Rise up and follow me.” 


—(Mrs. R. A.) Martha S. Dobyns. 


Church News 


Missionary News From Formosa 


A recent news letter from Rev. and Mrs. E. H. 
Hamilton, missionaries in Formosa where Miss 
Gussie Fraser is at work, contained the following 
interesting items concerning the work which is 
being carried on in that important Island: 


We dedicated an aboriginal Church high on a 
mountain; 200 people were present. Some walked 
for hours—in the rain—to get there. On a moun- 
tain road going there we were stuck in deep ruts, 
but finally got out (one generally does). 


Mrs. Hamilton and I visited several aboriginal 
Churches on the East Coast, and the tribal “chow” 
was too much for us both. But we recovered. (We 
generally do). 


At one tribal Church in Southeast Formosa, 
there were two tribes present: Taiyal and Bunnan. 
It was strange to celebrate the Communion simul- 
taneously in three languages. 


Our Student Center Building in Taipei near the 
University of Taiwan will soon be completed, and 
we and Miss Sells hope to begin holding our stu- 
dent services and Bible Classes and Socials there by 
October 1. DzA-MEI SHEN! (That means “Halle- 
lujah.”’) 
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Ve recently had a good interview with Madame 
Ci ang Kai-shek concerning religious liberty here 
on the Island. She’s very generous. I wish you could 
met her ‘Prayer Group,” consisting of some of the 
le. ding women of the Nation who meet with her 
every Wednesday afternoon to pray for China and 
for the world at this critical time. 


Two weeks ago, we attended a four-day confer- 
ence of missionaries at beautiful Sun-Moon Lake 
in the mountains of Central Formosa. It was called 
“The Evangelical Missionary Fellowship of Tai- 
wan.” There were “57 varieties” of missionary so- 
cieties and denominations present, but there was an 
unbelievable unity of Spirit and Fellowship evident 
throughout the entire conference. 


Mrs. James Dickson, our colleague in the Ca- 
nadian Presbyterian Mission, recently told Fréd 
Jarvis, of “Christian Life Magazine,” that after 
the war Formosa needed missionaries so badly that 
she prayed to the Lord to send 200 more mission- 
aries. “But 1 forgot to specify Presbyterians,” she 
said, “and so He sent 200 of all different kinds— 
but they're a fine lot.’”’ And what was formerly a 
“Presbyterian Island,” as far as missionary work 

was concerned, now has many varieties of mission- 
aries; but like Paul, we shall “rejoice that Christ is 
preached.” 


Dr. William M. Morrison Is 
Honored At Lexington, Va. 


LEXINGTON, VaAa.—New Monmouth Presbyte- 
rian Church here on December 6 honored one of its 
great former members, Dr. William M. Morrison, 
early missionary to Africa. 


A commemoration service for Dr. and Mrs. Mor- 
rison was held, and a plaque was presented to the 
Church in their memory. Dr. Vernon A. Anderson, 
a missionary to the Belgian Congo since 1920 and 
now on furlough in Bristol, Tenn., preached. 


Dr. Morrison, a native of Rockbridge County, 
Virginia, was a member of the New Monmouth 
Church under the pastorate of Dr. Daniel A. Pe- 
nick. He graduated from Washington & Lee Uni- 
versity and Louisville Seminary and then served as 
a missionary in the Belgian Congo for 22 years 
until his death in 1918. 


Plans For Financial Campaign 
Inaugurated In Raleigh, N. C. 


RALEIGH, N. C.—The Executive Committee of 
Church Extension of the Synod of North Carolina, 
headed by Chairman A. E. Gibson, Wilmington, 
convened in the White Memorial Presbyterian 
Church recently to lay plans for the first financial 
campaign ever to be conducted on a Synod-wide 
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basis for the cause of Home Missions, The cam- 
paign, to be conducted in 1955, received the unan- 
imous and hearty endorsement of the Synod at 
the annual meeting in September. The committee 
voted to employ the New York firm of Ward- 
Wells-Dreshman & Reinhardt to direct the cam- 


paign. 


Prominent leaders, both lay and clerical, were 
present from all over the State for the all- day meet- 
ing, and heard the General Secretary of the Synod, 
Dr. Harold J. Dudley, at present the Moderator 
of the Synod, report on the tentative estimates of 
needs for immediate and near future work for 
Home Mission projects throughout the Synod, total- 
ling $2,791,000.00. 


Dr. J. K. Roberts Is Elected 
Chairman Board Of Directors 
Of The Presbyterian Survey 


RicHMOND, Va. (PN).—Dr. J. K. Roberts, 
Pastor of the First Presbyterian Church of Dan- 
ville, Va., was elected Chairman of the newly- 
created Board of Directors of The Presbyterian 
Survey, at the board’s first meeting here recently. 


Mrs. Graham Lacy, Associate Editor of The 
Chaplain, Washinton, D. C., was named Vice- 
Chairman; and Bluford B. Hestir, Director of Pub- 
licity for the Presbyterian Church, U. S., Atlanta, 
Ga., was elected Secretary. 


Members of the board, which was created by 
action of the 1953 General Assembly in Montreat, 
N. C., were announced early in December by Dr. 
E. C. Scott, Stated Clerk of the Assembly. Dr. 
Dwight H. Chalmers, Pastor of the Westminster 
Church of Greenville, S. C., was named Convenor, 
and called the board into its first meeting on De- 
cember 8. 


Manse Purchased For Chinese 


Presbyterian Mission Pastor 


New Or_eans, La.—Purchase of a one-story 
brick and frame building at 1629 King Drive, in 
Mirabeau Gardens of New Orleans, as a manse for 
the Chinese Presbyterian Mission Pastor, was an- 
nounced on December 10 hy Dr. James Gregory, 
Chairman of the Chinese Mission Committee of 
New Orleans Presbytery. 
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The dwelling has three bedrooms, a living room, 
dining room, kitchen, bathroom, a screened breeze- 
way, and a large garage. 


Rev. Dayton Castleman, Pastor of the Chinese 
Mission, with his wife and two children, will occupy 
the manse. 


Dr. Richards Elected President 
Of Atlanta Christian Council 


ATLANTA, GaA.— Dr. J. McDowell Richards, 
President of Columbia Theological Seminary, De- 
catur, Ga., has been elected President of the Atlanta 
Christian Council. He succeeds Dr. James P. Wes- 
berry, of Morningside Baptist Church. 


Another Presbyterian, Dr. Robert B. Giffen, of 
the U.S.A. Church, is Executive Secretary of the 
large and very active Council. 


Dates Set For Tenth Annual 
Town, And Country School 


Dates for the Tenth Annual Town and Country 
School at Emory University, Georgia, have just 
been announced and applications are being received. 


This interdenominational school offering four 


hours of graduate credit will be held July 6-21, 


1954. Those interested in attending should write: 


G. Ross Freeman, Administrative Director, Box 
309, Emory University, Georgia. 


A limited number of tuition and sustentation 
scholarships are available. 


One hundred and thirty-three rural church 
leaders from sixteen states and Canada attended the 
school in 1953. ‘They represented fifteen denomina- 
tions, 


A similar school for negro ministers will be held 
during the same period at Gammon Theological 
Seminary, Atlanta, Ga. For information write: 


Dr. Harry V. Richardson, President. 


Christmas Present: A Whole Town! 


Davis & Elkins College, owned and operated 
jointly by the Synod of West Virginia, Presby- 
terian Church, U. S., and the Presbyterian Church, 
U.S.A., has been presented with the entire com- 
munity of Norton, W. Va. 


With no strings attached, the West Virginia 
Coal & Coke Corporation presented the mining 
town, located about six miles west of Elkins, to the 


Elkins (W. Va.) College of some 600 students. 


The gift includes 70 acres of surface land and 
113 houses which have recently been leased to the 
Norton Coal Company. About 500 persons live in 
the town. Two hundred are employed in the mines 
there. 
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Town And Country Churches 


This is the second year of “The Town and 
Country Church Development Program” being 
conducted by the Town and Country Church De- 
partment of the Board of Church Extension. We 
are informed that, interdenominationally, 352 
Churches have enrolled, including 45 Churches in 
12 of our Southern Presbyterian Synods. 


Change Of Address: 
Rev. J. R. Woodson, D.D., and Mrs. Woodson, 


from Louisville, Ky., to Caixa 12, Patrocinio, 
Minas, Brazil. 


BOOKS 


“Expository Preaching 
For Today” 


By Andrew W. Blackwood, Abingdon-Cokesbury 
Press, Price $3.00. 


As a professor of Homiletics, the author has ma- 


jored in the field of Expository preaching. This re- 
viewer is personally indebted to Dr. Blackwood for 
insights gained under his tutelage while he taught 


at the Louisville Presbyterian Theological Seminary... 


We found him to be one of the wisest of counsel- 
lors in this field. For twenty years Dr. Blackwood 
taught expository preaching at Princeton Theologi- 
cal Seminary and since 1950 has been rendering 
the same type of service at the school of Theology, 


Temple University, Philadelphia. 
Throughout this book Dr. Blackwood has in 


view two sorts of readers: “the pastor who wishes 
to prepare expository messages for today and the 
student who thinks more in terms of tomorrow.”’ 
His aim has been to develop certain Scriptural pas- 
sages to make the idea clear and then suggest a 
trail for the reader to follow. By the use of cases 
from the Bible, he brings out inductive principles. 


By expository preaching the author means that 
the light for any sermon comes mainly from a Bible 
passage longer than two or three consecutive verses. 
He states that “‘this kind of message differs from 
a textual sermon chiefly in the length of the Bible 
passage. In any case, the wise interpreter begins 
with a human need today and chooses a passage that 
will enable him to meet this need.” 


On the basis of experience Dr. Blackwood is con- 
vinced that expository preaching is blessed of God 
to the growth in grace of the hearers to a larger ex- 
tent than any other type of preaching. He states, 
“The transforming power of expository preaching 
may not appear immediately. As a rule, it takes 
time for good seed to result in a bountiful harvest. 
Over in New Jersey, Benjamin Franklin used to 
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plead with farmer friends to put lime on their land 
so as to raise larger crops. When he found that they 
did not respond, he secured permission to try an 
experiment. Beside a public highway he chose a 
certain meadow. On it here and there he sprinkled 
plaster which is powdered lime. After a while, be- 
cause of sunshine and rain, everyone who passed 
that way could read in richer and fuller growth of 
grass the following inscription, ““This land has been 
plastered’.” The conclusion drawn from this illus- 
tration is that the results of expository preaching 
may not be observed immediately but it is the kind 
of preaching that builds a strong, vital, church. 


An excellent statement is found on the importance 
of leading up to a climax. The author is of the 
opinion that present-day preachers excel in the art 
of introduction far more than that of conclusion. He 
observes, “If anyone wishes to learn how to start a 
sermon with absorbing human interest, let him 
study sermons by pulpit masters of today. If he 
wishes to build up toward a climax and then appeal 
for a verdict, he would do better to go back to 
foremost preachers of yesterday.’ This reviewer 
would like to register his full approval of this ob- 
servation. It is found in most of the written ser- 
mons coming off the press in our day. 


Chapter nine of this volume is entitled “The 
Questions From An Open Forum.” Here eleven 
practical questions are asked and eleven illuminat- 
ing answers are given. One of the most helpful 
questions is, ““What do you advise about mid-week 
worship?” In brief his answer is, “The service 
should consist of informal and spirited praise and 
prayer leading up to equally informal and spirited 
discussion of a paragraph or two in a Bible book. 
Both in spirit and in content, the meeting should 
differ from anything else all week and seem like 
family worship at its best. In various ways the 
pastor can encourage everyone present to take part.” 


In the closing chapter Dr. Blackwood has writ- 
ten a splendid autobiographical paragraph, “J hope 
that this book will do much to promote seminary 
work in expository preaching. To this kind of teach- 
ing I expect to devote the rest of my days and I 
regret that I did too little of it in earlier days when 
I was often busy about lesser things. I believe that 
the seminary exists main!y to prepare young men 
as pastors of local churches, as leaders in public 
prayer and as preachers of God’s Written Word. I 
hope that in the seminaries of tomorrow no gradu- 
ate will have to start out blindly as an interpreter 


of God’s Holy Book.”’ 


This present reviewer has found great profit in 
all of Dr. Blackwood’s former works but in his 
judgment, this latest production from his pen will 
prove to be his greatest contribution to the Chris- 
tian ministry. We recommend this volume to voung 
men in the seminaries and to all who are still en- 
gaged in making luminous the message of God to 
the souls of men. 


—John R. Richardson. 
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**Peloubet’s Select Notes” 


By Wilbur M. Smith. W. A. Wilde Co., 131 
Clarendon Street, Boston, Mass. Price $2.75. 


This volume -is a commentary on the Interna- 
tional Bible Lessons for Christian teachers during 
the year 1954. It is the eightieth annual volume of 
this lesson commentary. It contains the greatest pos- 
sible wealth of practical help for pastors, teachers 
and Bible students and can be easily and effectively 
used in all adult and some young people’s classes. 


A scholarly interpretation of the text is given— 
ach lesson is fully outlined; a teacher’s library is 
offered ; methods are given for presenting the lesson 
to each age group; apt quotations, text questions and 
subjects for discussion covering the entire ground 
of each lesson are included. This volume is com- 
plete in every respect containing colored maps, full 
page reproductions of paintings, a bibliography and 
a comprehensive index. | 


“Standard Lesson 
Commentary - 1954” 


Standard Publi-hing Company, 20 East Central 
Parkway, Cincinatti, Ohio. Price $2.95. 


This is a brand new International Uniform Les- 
son Commentary that is complete and practical. It is 
true to the Bible, well illustrated and written in 
large, easy-to-read type. Every lesson—every week 
—ofters eight big pages to provide the best in Sun- 
day School teaching. This volume includes Scrip- 
ture, lesson background, explanation of texts, daily 
Bible readings, main points of the lesson, lesson 
quiz, visual-aid suggestions and teaching plans for 
voth youth and adults. 


“The Divine Physician” 


By William B. Ward. John Knox Press, Box 
1176, Richmond 9, Va. Price $ .50. 


This booklet is planned for the benefit of the ill. 
It consists of helpful devotionals. In the Preface, 
the author wisely writes, “Ministers are endowed 
with no sixth sense which enables them miraculous- 
ly to discover when members of their congregations 
are ill. Some friend may tell your pastor of your 
sickness or he may not hear of it. If he has not 
visited you, he will appreciate your having someone 
call him just as you would notify your physician.” 
This advice alone is worth the price of this booklet. 


“The Cook Book’ 


By Lora Lee Parrott. Zondervan Publishing 
House, Grand Rapids, Mich. Price $1.75. 


A beautifully illustrated book of delicious recipes 
Havored with devotional prose and poetry. 
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